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What makes a Comprehensive  

Motorcyclist Safety Program? 

NHTSA, Highway Safety Program Guideline No. 3,  
Motorcycle Safety 

Each State, in cooperation with its political subdivisions and tribal 
governments and other parties as appropriate, should develop and 
implement a comprehensive highway safety program, reflective of 
State demographics, to achieve a significant reduction in traffic 
crashes, fatalities, and injuries on public roads. 
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NHTSA Guideline No. 3;  
Motorcycle Safety 

 
11 Aspects of a Comprehensive Motorcyclist Safety Program 
 
I. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
II. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
III. OPERATOR LICENSING 
IV. RIDER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
V. OPERATION UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS 
VI. LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 
VII. LAW ENFORCEMENT 
VIII. HIGHWAY ENGINEERING 
IX. RIDER CONSPICUITY AND MOTORIST AWARENESS PROGRAMS 
X. COMMUNICATION PROGRAM 
XI. PROGRAM EVALUATION AND DATA 



Michigan Motorcycle Action Plan 

2013-2016 

Rev. 12/01/2014 

www.michigan.gov/ohsp 



Data Driven 
 

• NHTSA aspect XI 

• Crash Data 

• Michigan Traffic Crash Facts (MTCF) 

• www.MichiganTrafficCrashFacts.org 

• MDOS databases and records 

• Vehicle Records 

• Driver Records 
 

 

 

 

http://www.michigantraffcicrashfacts.org/


• Average 250,000 registered motorcycles with the SOS (month to 

month) Currently nearly 16%  of all registered motorcycles are 

operated by an unendorsed motorcyclist (No CY on their Drivers 

License) 

• Nearly 60% of ALL motorcyclists involved in a crash are 

unendorsed (No CY) 

• Nearly half of all motorcyclist crashes are “single vehicle” 

Nearly half of the “multi-vehicle” crashes are from rider error 

• Nearly 84% (8 of 10) of motorcyclist fatalities had no formal 

training on their driver record in the last 10 years 

• 4% (1 in 27) of crashes result in a fatality (5 yr avg) 

• 18% (1 in 5) of crashes result in an incapacitating injury (5 yr avg) 

 

 
 

2014 Overview 



2014 Preliminary Michigan Crash Data 

As of 3/17/2015 
 

2,859 MC crashes 

107 Fatalities, 4% 

38 Fatal Single Motor Vehicle (operator), 36% 

41 Fatal Unendorsed (operator), 42% 

510 A/Incapacitating Injuries, 18% 

 
 



Michigan’s Unendorsed Riders 

“Shadow Riders” 

 253,902 Registered Motorcycles (05/12/2012) 

 248,263 Registered Motorcycles (05/11/2013) 

 572,441 Endorsed Operators (06/26/2013) 

 

 237,093 Registered Motorcycles (04/26/2014) 

 256,478 Registered Motorcycles (08/02/2014) 

 478,925 Endorsed Operators (05/01/2014) 

 

48,722 Unendorsed Operators (11/2012) 

46,998 Unendorsed Operators (11/2013) 

40,877 Unendorsed Operators (11/2014) 



So….What's happening in 

Michigan’s Top 5?  

NHTSA Aspect XI 

 



County Count State% 

Wayne 26,144 11.03% 

Oakland 25,240 10.65% 

Macomb 17,242 7.27% 

Kent 13,097 5.52% 

Genesee 9,533 4.02% 

Total 91,256 38.49% 



County Count State% State Rank 

Wayne 6,279 12.89% 1 

Oakland 4,617 9.48% 2 

Macomb 3,121 6.41% 3 

Kent 2,807 5.76% 4 

Genesee 2,304 4.73% 5 

Total 19,128 39.27% 



County Count State% State Rank 

Wayne 5,980 12.72% 1 

Oakland 4,388 9.34% 2 

Macomb 3,123 6.64% 3 

Kent 2,811 5.98% 4 

Genesee 2,280 4.85% 5 

Total 18,582 39.53% 



County Count State% State Rank 

Wayne 5,139 12.57% 1 

Oakland 3,845 9.41% 2 

Macomb 2,804 6.86% 3 

Kent 2,443 5.98% 4 

Genesee 2,144 5.25% 5 

Total 16,375 40.07% 

















2015 Billboard Campaign 



Michigan Motorcycle Laws Guide 



“Enforcing Laws for Motorcycles” 

Motorcycle LE Roll Call Video 

https://vimeo.com/120810329


History of the Motorcycle Rider Safety 

Training Program in Michigan 
 

• 1956, Motorcycles first recognized by the State 

• 1966, Highway Safety Act of 1966 

• 1969, Public Act 134 of 1969 

• 1972, Early training courses offered at MSU 

• 1973, MSF is founded 

• 1982, Public Act 187 of 1982, MDE 

• 2003, Senate Bill 462, MDOS 

 



http://michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1627_46351_61092---,00.html
http://michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1627_46351_61092---,00.html




Michigan’s Motorcycle Rider Safety 

Training Program 
 

• NHTSA aspect III and IX 

• Motorcycle Registration and Driver License endorsement fees supply 

just over $1.5 million dedicated tax dollars annually 

• Over the last three years we have successfully trained on average 9,300 

people annually.   

• Public:  80% 

• Private:  20% 

• Each year about 60% of new CY endorsements are issued to course 

graduates.  40% are issued to riders who take a third party skills test or 

are coming from out of state. 

• In 2014, 84% of motorcycle crash fatalities showed no record of 

training on their driver records. 
  



Michigan’s Motorcycle Rider  

Licensing Program 

Temporary Instruction Permit (TIP) 

Rev:  January 1, 2015 



Intoxicated, Fatal Crashes 

(DUI/DWI) 
 

% Motorcyclists  >  % Other Road Users  

NHTSA Aspect V 











Survivability! 





High-Viz 

COLORS 
and your vision 

Rider Conspicuity 
NHTSA Aspect IX 



Pictures of regular vs. high vis gear 







Typical ANSI Class III Safety Vests 



Cone of Vision 

ADTSEA 3.0 



Eagle 

Man’s Best Friend 





















NHTSA 

MTCF 

www.MichiganTrafficCrashFacts.org 

UMTRI 

MSP/CJIC 

MDOS 

SMSA 

 
 

http://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org/


Chad Teachout 

Motorcycle Safety Program Coordinator 

TeachoutC@michigan.gov  

517-241-2579 

Joe Kelly 

Motorcycle Safety Program Coordinator 

KellyJ1@michigan.gov  

517-373-3791 


